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Session Information 
At 4:34 p.m. on Wednesday, March 30, 2022, the House stands adjourned until Monday, April 11, 2022, at 12:00 
p.m., unless sooner recalled by the Speaker. 
At 4:12 p.m. on Wednesday, March 30, 2022, the Senate stands in recess until Monday, April 4, 2022, at 1:00 p.m. 
unless sooner recalled by the President Pro Tempore. 
 
Upcoming Session Days 
House 
April 11-13, 25-27, May 23-25, June 7-9, 13-15, 20-24, 27-30, Sep. 12-14, 19-21, Oct. 24-26, Nov. 14-16 
Senate 
April 4-6, 11-13, May 23-25, June 6-8, 13-15, 20-24, 27-30 
 
Upcoming Meetings/Hearings 

• House Democratic Policy Committee public hearing on charter schools’ impact on rising property taxes: 
Monday, April 4, 12:00 p.m., Room G-50, Irvis Office Building 

• House Democratic Policy Committee public hearing on toxic schools (part 2): April 5, 2022 - 3:00 p.m., 
Francis Scott Key Elementary School, 2230 S. 8th St., Philadelphia 

 
News and Updates 
 
Charter School Regulations – On March 21 the Independent Regulatory Review Commission voted 3-2 to  
approve Regulation #6-349, a final-form regulation developed by the PDE concerning accountability and  
transparency in charter and cyber charter schools. Both Republican appointees on the commission voted to  
disapprove the regulation. The regulations: 

• provide clear application requirements for entities seeking to open a charter school, regional charter school, 
and cyber charter school; 

• ensure that all Pennsylvania students are able to access charter schools; 
• clarify the ethics requirements for charter and cyber charter school trustees; 
• require school districts and charter schools to follow the same fiscal management and auditing standards; 
• streamline the process for charter schools to request tuition payments from school districts and the state; and 
• provide a consistent, common-sense method for charter schools to meet the employee health care 

requirements in state law. 
 
School District Audits – About 40 employees who handle school audits at the state Department of Auditor 
General’s office were told Wednesday their jobs are being eliminated on April 22. The auditor general is transferring 
the responsibility for conducting these audits back to the state Department of Education where it rested until about 30 
years ago. Department officials attributed the years of budget cuts that took its funding back to 1997 levels with less 
than half the staff as it had back then as the driving factors behind this decision. In 2013, the school audit bureau 
alone had 120 auditors, or about three times the number it has today. Read the rest of the story: “Pa. Auditor General 
to Close School Audit Bureau, Says It’s a Way to ‘Maximize Our Resources’” (from The Patriot-News, 4/24/22). 
 
School Board Member Removal over Mask Order -- A months-long dispute over masks in a Chester County 
school district culminated last Tuesday in a judge ordering all five Democrats on the school board to be immediately 
removed from office. The order stemmed from a petition parent Beth Ann Rosica in the West Chester Area School 
District filed in February, asking the Chester County Court of Common Pleas to remove the school board members 
on the grounds that they had voted in August 2021 to make masks mandatory in the district’s schools. Kenneth Roos, 
an attorney at Wisler Pearlstine LLP, which is representing the board members, told WHYY News Tuesday night 
that they would be filing a motion to reconsider. The strength of Rosica’s argument appears to have had little to do 
with its success, however. In his order that the five Democratic members of the board be “removed from office,” 
Judge William Mahon wrote that his decision came after there was “no response” to the petition by the school district 
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or its counsel. Read the rest of the story: “Chester County Judge Tosses 5 Members of West Chester School 
Board over Masks” (from WHYY, 3/29/22). 
 
Legislative Actions 
 
SB 297 Argall, D. (R) 
Spot Appeals of Property Assessments. The bill eliminates spot appeals of property assessments and would limit 
taxing authorities to assessment appeals only after a property has gone through a countywide reassessment, been 
divided into smaller parcels, or experienced a change in the productive use of the property. Approved by the Senate 
Urban Affairs & Housing Committee March 30, 2022 on a partisan vote, with all Republicans voting in favor. 
 
SB 1028 Stefano, P. (R) 
Purple Star Schools Designation. The bill would provide “Purple Star” recognition to schools that show compliance 
with Act 119 of 2018 by maintaining a website that includes resources for military-connected students and their 
families, designating a staff point of contact for these students, adopting a resolution showing support for them; 
recognizing the Month of the Military Child or Military Family Month with relevant events hosted by the campus, 
providing training to school staff to best equip them to support these families, and establishing a partnership with a 
military installation. (The bill is similar to HB 1867, which was passed unanimously on January 24 by the House 
Veterans Affairs & Emergency Preparedness Committee.) Third consideration and final passage, March 30, 2022 
(48-0). In the House it was referred to Veterans Affairs and Emergency Preparedness, April 4, 2022. 
 
HB 581 Solomon, J. (D) 
Expanding Affordable Housing in Pennsylvania. The Affordable Housing Unit Tax Exemption Act authorizes 
local taxing authorities to provide for tax exemptions for improvements to deteriorated areas and dwellings to 
incentivize the creation and improvement of affordable housing units.  As amended, the bill requires that, for any 
such property, each local taxing entity in which the property is located, including a school district, must pass an 
ordinance or resolution adopting the tax exemption or special tax provision in order for it to become effective. 
Unanimously reported as amended from Senate Urban Affairs and Housing March 30, 2022. 
 
HB 972 Gleim, B. (R) 
Fairness in Women’s Sports Act. The Fairness in Women's Sports Act provides that interscholastic, intercollegiate, 
intramural or club athletic teams or sports that are sponsored by a public primary or high school, a public institution 
of higher education or any school or institution where students or teams compete against a public school or institution 
of higher education must be expressly designated as male, men or boys; female, women or girls; or coed or mixed. 
Prohibits male students from participating in athletic teams or sports designated for females, women or girls and 
creates causes of action for harms suffered by designation of athletic teams. If a part of this act is found invalid, all 
valid parts that are severable from the invalid part shall remain in effect. If a part of this act is invalid in one or more 
of its applications, the part remains in effect in all valid applications that are severable from the invalid applications. 
Effective in 60 days. Effective in 60 days. Reported as amended along a party-line vote from House Education, 
with all Democrats voting in the negative March 29, 2022. 
 
HB 1259 Warner, R. (R) 
Elijah’s Law- Anaphylaxis Recognition and Emergency Response Procedures in Day Cares. Elijah's Law 
provides for the treatment and prevention of anaphylaxis in schools and child care centers. This legislation provides 
that the Department of Health shall establish an anaphylactic policy for school districts stating guidelines and 
procedures to be followed during an anaphylactic medical emergency and provides for policy requirements, 
notification, dissemination, and updates. The section related to notification shall take effect in one year. The 
remainder of the act shall take effect immediately. Reported from House Education with request to re-refer to 
Children and Youth, March 30, 2022. 
 
HB 1330 Ortitay, J. (R) 
Supplemental Online Course Initiative. The amended version of this bill eliminates the original provisions. HB 
1330 establishes a phased-in implementation schedule for an online course clearinghouse at different grade levels, 
eventually also including professional development courses. The bill requires the PDE to construct the clearinghouse, 
which will include courses developed and offered for sale either by private entities or public entities, as well as 

https://whyy.org/articles/chester-county-judge-tosses-5-members-of-west-chester-school-board-over-masks/?utm_source=First+Read+PA&utm_campaign=c65ee9860f-PA_First_Read_033022&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_22d5ce4a26-c65ee9860f-35287651&mc_cid=c65ee9860f&mc_eid=e185747e0e
https://whyy.org/articles/chester-county-judge-tosses-5-members-of-west-chester-school-board-over-masks/?utm_source=First+Read+PA&utm_campaign=c65ee9860f-PA_First_Read_033022&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_22d5ce4a26-c65ee9860f-35287651&mc_cid=c65ee9860f&mc_eid=e185747e0e
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/bill_history.cfm?syear=2021&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=581
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/Legis/CSM/showMemoPublic.cfm?chamber=H&SPick=20210&cosponId=34791
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=1330
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institutions of higher education. The bill further provides for contracts between buyers and sellers, for an application 
development and approval process, parameters for purchasing courses, penalties, and the issuance of a report 
regarding the program. Amended on the House floor and recommitted to the Appropriations Committee March 
29, 2022. 
  
HB 2169 Owlett, C. (R) 
Lifeline Scholarship. Amends the Public School Code, establishing the Lifeline Scholarship Program within the 
Treasury Department. Provides guidelines for application forms, the review, approval, and repeal of an application, 
the agreement between the school and applicant, the terms of the agreement to be valid for one school year, and ways 
the applicant can be terminated and automatically terminated from participation in the program. Provides a lifeline 
scholarship account shall be established for each eligible student, that money shall be deposited into the account for 
the upcoming school year, that collaboration with the Department of Education will help determine an installment 
plan for the account, and that account funds left over after the school year may be carried over to next school year or 
for another institution during a two-year period following graduation from the school. Provides a list of ways fund 
accounts may be utilized. The Treasury Department, auditor general, participating entities, and resident school 
districts are provided certain duties for promulgating the act and legal proceedings in state courts regarding the 
scholarship are detailed. Effective immediately. Reported as amended from House Education, with all Democrats 
and Rep. Meghan Schroeder (R-Bucks) voting in the negative March 29, 2022. 
 
HB 2397 Lawrence, J. (R)  
Whole Milk in Pennsylvania Schools Act. The Whole Milk in Pennsylvania Schools Act authorizes the provision 
or sale of Pennsylvania milk in Pennsylvania schools. Provides Pennsylvania milk that is offered for sale shall be 
deemed as intrastate commerce. Provides the school board or other governing entity of a Pennsylvania school may 
elect to utilize funds from state or local sources to obtain whole Pennsylvania milk or reduced fat Pennsylvania milk 
to provide or sell at the Pennsylvania school. Imposes duties on the secretary of education to inform superintendents 
or chief administrators of Pennsylvania schools of this act. The Office of Attorney General shall, on behalf of a 
Pennsylvania school, bring a civil action against the federal government or any other entity to recover funds withheld 
or revoked as a result of an action taken by the school board or other governing entity of the Pennsylvania school 
under section 4. Provides reporting requirements for the Department of Education and establishes expiration 
provisions. Effective in 30 days. Reported as committed from House Agriculture and Rural Affairs March 30, 
2022.   
 
HB 2447 Benninghoff, K. (R)  
Divestiture of Russian investments by the Commonwealth’s public funds. The bill would divest the 
Commonwealth’s holdings in the State Treasury and pension funds (including both PSERS and SERS) from 
investments that are connected to the Russian government and its critical supporters. The bill would expand upon Act 
44 of 2010’s divestiture of the State Treasury and pension funds from investments related to Iran and Sudan. 
Amended on the House Floor and recommitted to the Appropriations Committee March 30, 2022.  
 
HCR1-22 Sonney, C. (R)  
The Concurrent Regulatory Review Resolution disapproves Reg. #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter 
Schools. This is a resolution disapproving PDE’s regulation on charter schools and cyber charter schools. The 
regulations were recently approved by the Independent Regulatory Review Commission (IRRC) in a 3-2 vote. For a 
concurrent resolution to stop implementation of approved regulations, both the House and Senate must pass it and the 
governor must sign it. If the governor vetoes the resolution, both chambers would need to vote to override the veto. 
Passed by the House Education March 29, 2022. All Democrats voted in opposition to the resolution. 
 
New Legislation 
 
HB 2413 Mackenzie, M. (F)(R) 
Education Money to Follow the Child. Joint Resolution proposing an amendment to the constitution providing the 
General Assembly shall provide a thorough and efficient system of public education funding to serve the needs of 
students in the commonwealth and education spending by the commonwealth shall be allocated to individual students 
to attend schools that fit the students' needs. Constitutional amendments require approval in two consecutive 
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legislative sessions and then approval by the voters through a referendum. Introduced and referred to committee 
on House Education March 16, 2022.   
 
HB 2414 Schlossberg, M. (D) 
Taking it to the Next Level: Level-Up for Equitable School Funding. Amends the Public School Code, in 
reimbursements by the commonwealth and between school districts, providing for level-up supplemental basic 
education funding for the 2021-2022 school year. Provides the commonwealth shall pay to qualified school districts 
an allocation for the 2021-2022 school year payable in the 2022-2023 fiscal year according to specific calculations. 
Payments made under this section shall be deemed to be part of the school district's allocation amount for the 2022-
2023 school year and each year thereafter. Other section provisions shall apply to the calculation in this section. 
Effective in 60 days. Introduced and referred to House Education March 16, 2022.  
 
HB 2473 Cruz, A. (D)   
Local School Assessments. Amends the Public School Code, in preliminary provisions, providing for county 
assessments of student performance. Would require the State Board of Education to work with the governing boards 
of each school entity to develop county-wide assessments to be administered in place of the statewide standardized 
tests. It would also eliminate the required passage of assessments in order to graduate. By developing academic 
proficiency tests at the county level, teachers can use assessment results to better tailor instruction to fit real-world 
demands and help students build higher-level skills and processes like creative and analytical thinking, experimental 
inquiry and literacy, decision making, and persuasive oral communication. Introduced and referred to House 
Education April 4, 2022.   
 
HB 2477 Cruz, A. (D) 
Bridging School Safety Gaps with Clear Backpacks. Amends the Public School Code, in safe schools, providing 
for policy relating to clear backpacks. Would require the board of each school entity in Pennsylvania to develop and 
implement a clear backpack policy for the middle and high schools in their jurisdictions. Introduced and referred 
to House Education April 4, 2022.   
  
HR 185 Davis, A. (D) 
Urging Congress to Extend School Meal Waivers for the 2022-23 School Year. Resolution urging Congress to 
reauthorize the United States Secretary of Agriculture to issue school food program waivers for the purpose of 
providing healthy meals to millions of students across the country through the 2022-2023 school year. Introduced 
and referred to House Agriculture and Rural Affairs March 22, 2022.  
 
Cosponsor Memos 
HCO2832 Kirkland, Brian(D) (Delaware) Establishes the PA Opportunity Program which will serve as a one-stop 
shop for direct financial assistance including childcare, education, housing repairs, medical bills, utilities, rental and 
mortgage assistance, and transportation.  
SCO1517 Brooks, Michele(R) (Mercer) Provides Pennsylvania schools the option to allow whole milk or two 
percent reduced fat milk produced in the Commonwealth within schools.  
SCO1521 Aument, Ryan(R) (Lancaster) Requires schools to identify sexually explicit content in school curriculum 
and materials and notify parents that their child's coursework includes such content. Allows parents to opt for their 
children to receive non-explicit alternatives.  
SCO1519 Martin, Scott(R) (Lancaster) Prohibits public colleges and universities in Pennsylvania from requesting 
information on the school's application or making inquiries into the applicant's criminal history, except under certain 
circumstances. 
 
National and Federal News and Updates 
 
Proposed Federal Budget -- Just weeks after President Joe Biden signed into law a fiscal 2022 spending plan that 
fell well short of his proposed K-12 education priorities, the administration’s fiscal 2023 budget proposal advances 
some of those same proposals again, including massive increases in funding for high-poverty school districts and 
new money for mental health supports. The new proposal, unveiled last Monday, retains the as-yet-unrealized 
centerpiece of last year’s pitch: an increase that would more than double funding for the Title I program, which sends 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/budget_fy2023.pdf
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money to school districts to serve high-need students. Read the rest of the story: “Biden Budget Seeks Big Funding 
Increases for High-Need Schools, Student Mental Health” (from Education Week, 3/28/22). 
 
Teacher Salaries and Inflation -- With school districts across the nation, including Pennsylvania, facing staffing 
and retention problems, new research gets to the heart of one of the factors that’s driving it: Wages that haven’t kept 
pace with inflation. Adjusted for inflation, new teachers make 11 percent less than they did 30 years ago, according 
to new research by MyELearningWorld.com, an industry trade publication. New teachers nationwide make an 
average of $41,780 per-year, according to the research. And if those salaries kept pace with inflation, new teachers 
would make an average of $46,762 per-year, an increase of $4,982, the research showed. But even with that bump, 
new teachers would still earn less than the average college graduate, who earns about $55,000 a year, according to 
the trade publication. Read the rest of the story: “Report: New Teachers Are Earning 11% Less than 30 Years 
Ago | Monday Morning Coffee” (from Pennsylvania Capital-Star, 3/28/22). 
 
Supreme Court Ruling: School Board Member Censure – In a case relevant to K-12 school boards dealing with 
disruptive members, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled unanimously on Thursday that a community college board’s 
censure of one of its members over his speech did not violate the First Amendment. “In this country, we expect 
elected representatives to shoulder a degree of criticism about their public service from their constituents and their 
peers—and to continue exercising their free speech rights when the criticism comes,” Justice Neil M. Gorsuch wrote 
for the court in Houston Community College System v. Wilson (Case No. 20-804). Briefs filed in the case touched 
on numerous examples of K-12 school boards censuring their members, and the court’s decision will not upset the 
authority of boards to carry out such formal reprimands. Recent examples show that school boards have censured 
their members over offensive outbursts or social media speech on hot-button issues such as COVID-19 protocols, 
teaching about race, and transgender student rights. Read the rest of the story: “A School Board Has the Right to 
Censure a Rogue Member, U.S. Supreme Court Says” (from Education Week, 3/24/22). 
 
 

https://www.edweek.org/policy-politics/biden-budget-seeks-big-funding-increases-for-high-need-schools-student-mental-health/2022/03?utm_source=nl&utm_medium=eml&utm_campaign=eu&M=64371113&U=1265699&UUID=6228dead1defcfc419a33ae1c5cb312a
https://www.edweek.org/policy-politics/biden-budget-seeks-big-funding-increases-for-high-need-schools-student-mental-health/2022/03?utm_source=nl&utm_medium=eml&utm_campaign=eu&M=64371113&U=1265699&UUID=6228dead1defcfc419a33ae1c5cb312a
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